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Archives Article:

Cleveland Plain Dealer: Alcoholics Anonymous Makes its Stand Here: October 21, 1939

By Elrick B. Davis
In brackets [ ] are archivistis comments. After reading our copy of the article, | also found it online. Hope you enjoy
reading the first of a series of articles (with minor edits) about early AA history from the point of view of a reporter
from the Cleveland Plain Dealer. The series of articles resulted in hundreds of calls for help from suffering alcoholics.
Members of the Cleveland group handled as many as 500 calls (ref 1) in the first month following the articles. The
following year, Cleveland could boast 20 to 30 groups with hundreds of members (ref 2).
1.Dr. Bob and the Good Oldtimers, New York, AA. World Services, Inc, 1980, pp 206-207.
2. jPass It Onj, New York, A.A. World Services, Inc., 1984, pp 224-225.
-Jim B. Archivist

Success:

Many Clevelanders know someone who had a talent for drinking and public scandal has
suddenly straightened out overnight. Men who have lost $15,000 a year jobs, have them back
again. [Inflation calculator estimates $15,000 in 1939 is now $360,380. Wow!] Drunks who took
every ocuret available have not had success. Now there is success! Something must account for
the miracle. Alcoholics Anonymous has reached the town.

Fellowship:
Every Thursday evening at the home of an ex-drunk in Cleveland, some 40 or 50 former

hopeless rummies meet for a social evening during which they buck each other up. Nearly
every Saturday evening they and their families have a party without alcohol. From time to time
a picnic is held where everyone has a roaring good time without alcohol.

These ex-rummies, as they call themselves, suddenly salvaged from the most socially noisome
[noisome adj. = very offensive, stinking or harmful to your health. Does not relate to making
noise.] of fates, are the members of the Cleveland Fellowship of an informal society called
0Alcoholics Anonymous.0 Who they are cannot be told, because the name means what it says.
But any incurable alcoholic who really wants to be cured will find a member willing to help.

Cured:

The basic point of Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of ocuredé alcoholics. Old-line
medicine and modern psychiatry agree no alcoholic can be cured. éIncurableé alcoholism is not
a moral vice. It is a disease. The alcoholic drinks because he canit help drinking. He will drink on
the way home from a hospital or sanitarium after being ocured.6 Now oOthey are curedé; they
have ocuredd each other by adopting a spiritual way of life.

Prayer:
Cure is impossible until the victim is convinced nothing he or a hospital can do will help. He

must know that his disease is fatal. He is hopelessly sick of body, mind and soul. He must be
eager to accept help from any source, even God.

Alcoholics Anonymous has a simple explanation from New York Cityis oldest sanitariums. The
alcoholic is allergic to alcohol. One drink sets up a craving that only more can assuage. That is
why after the first drink the alcoholic canit stop.

They have a simple and convincing psychiatric theory that only an alcoholic can understand
another alcoholicis mental processes. And an equally simple if unorthodox conception of God.
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NAME | YrR | DATE NAME | YR | DATE
5:30 Group Four Townes
Dave A 35 10/4/1991 Ralph L 51 10/15/1975
John B 17 10/15/2009 Lillian D 41 10/1/1985
Charlie T 14 10/11/2012 Chris C 4 10/1/2022
Ed "Big" M 12 10/6/2014 Carlos O 3 10/30/2023
Stacy C 4 10/22/2022 Friday Noon Men's Group
Gibran "G" 2 10/29/2024 Dallas P | 36 | 10/13/1990
Alcoholics and God Good Day Group
Louann J 19 10/7/2007 Mike L 34 10/4/1992
Woody W 13 10/29/2013 Sharon J 3 10/27/2023
Mohsen H 9 10/23/2017 Steve S 2 10/31/2024
Jeremy C 4 10/19/2022 Lest We Forget
Beachside-NSB Ken H 40 10/17/1986
Mark H 34 10/29/1992 Greg S 33 10/13/1993
Joe K 19 10/1/2007 Greg W 32 10/17/1994
Marion P 12 10/15/2014 Trish S 27 10/1/1999
Central Facts Jo C 19 10/29/2007
Debbie L 27 10/4/1999 Michelle K 1 10/22/2025
Diane C 5 10/31/2021 Had Enough
Justin K 3 10/18/2023 Lisa M | 4 | 10/24/2022
Mark J 1 10/26/2025 Happy Hour Daytona
Choice Is Yours Fred H 43 10/20/1983
Larry C 34 10/25/1992 Michael L 34 10/4/1992
Don W 6 10/11/2020 John B 17 10/20/2009
Desiree M 5 10/26/2021 Ginger 8 10/21/2018
Paul W 1 10/19/2022
Deltona Men's Group Eddie F 2 9/19/2024
Woody 13 10/19/2013 Holly Hill Big Book
Ryan S 9 10/28/2017 TrevorP | 10 | 10/26/2016
Donut Group Hour of Power
Hal W 40 10/24/1986 Lisa B 44 10/18/1982
Mike A 35 10/14/1991 Christine M 35 10/28/1991
LizM 16 10/7/2010 Paul G 34 10/4/1992
Patrick O 4 10/15/2022 Mark H 34 10/29/1992
Khalid Y 4 10/26/2022 Drew K 20 10/8/2006
Early Ducks Lest we Forget
Paul W 35 10/3/1991 Ken H 40 10/17/1986
David B 16 10/23/2010 Greg S 33 10/13/1993
Harold 9 10/6/2017 Greg W 32 10/17/1994
Scott N 7 10/16/2019 Trish S 27 10/1/1999
EdP 1 10/11/2025 Jo C 19 10/29/2007
Happy Belated Anniversary Michelle K 1 10/22/2025

Jeff C 1 9/12/2025
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NAME | YR | DATE NAME | YrR | DATE
Lifesavers Sand and Sea
Mike R 51 10/30/1975 Mike O 39 10/1/1987
Donny C 34 10/9/1992 Jeff M 31 10/11/1995
Kathy McG 18 10/12/2008 Matt S 15 10/29/2011
Ethan C 13 10/9/2013 Matt R 12 10/4/2014
Never Had It So Good David V 6 10/31/2020
Paul W | 4 | 10/19/2022 Danielle V 6 10/31/2020
New Dawn Chris D 5 10/15/2021
Bill Mo 41 10/27/1985 Randy S 4 10/1/2022
John E 25 10/28/2001 Stephianie H 4 10/18/2022
Jack 19 10/2/2007 Molly 3 10/1/2023
Pam S 17 10/23/2009 Paula C 3 10/11/2023
Stacey C 4 10/22/2022 Troy S 3 10/25/2023
New Heights Mike B 2 10/17/2024
Jeff G 38 10/17/1988 Mariana 1 10/9/2025
Joe K 19 10/27/2007 Greg B 1 10/24/2025
Kevin G 5 10/23/2021 Sunrise Group Deland
New Smyrna Beach Group Whitney A 8 10/2/2018
Joan M 39 10/1/1987 Chad G 2 10/9/2024
Mark H 34 10/31/1992 Jason B 2 10/12/2024
Becky W 15 10/8/2011 Way of Life
Noon Group Deland Walter C 37 10/23/1989
Marie C 41 10/28/1985 Anthony S 3 10/22/2023
Steve S 3 10/16/2023 Jeremy G 3 10/15/2023
Joanna F 1 10/1/2025 Chrysta 2 10/4/2024
Open To Change Raymond O 1 10/10/2025
Joe P 9 10/8/2017 We Are Alive
Joe K 1 10/1/2025 Chip D 43 10/10/1983
Scott H 1 10/29/2025 Lloyd S 23 10/23/2003
Ormond Beach Group John B 17 10/20/2009
Steve C 41 10/3/1985 Wednesday's Women
Mark S 26 10/29/2000 Megan 33 10/22/1993
George 3 10/25/2023 Sharon 28 10/29/1998
Pass it On Shirley 13 10/20/2013
Steve S 3 10/16/2023 Women's New Beginnings
Eddie S 1 10/8/2025 MaggieF [ 3 | 10/28/2023
Roberto R 1 10/18/2025 YOLO
Sister's In Sobriety OC Bill M 41 10/27/1985
SherryS [ 30 | 10/12/1996 Mike A 35 10/14/1991
Step In Slow Motion Kelly M 10 10/8/2016
Sherry S 30 10/12/1996 Patrick O 4 10/15/2022
Debbie H 12 10/2/2014 Kim G 3 10/4/2023
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Aug. Group Donations $8874.28
YOLO $60.00; Sunday Morning Sober $400.00;
We Are Alive $40.00; Sand and Sea $48.00;
Holly Hill Big Book Study $100.00;

Itis 5 oiclock Somewhere $100.00;
Beachside NSB $75.00; Miracle Group $50.00;
Sisters in Sobriety-(OC) $50.00; Copier $3.60;
Deltona/Debary Group $50.00;

Early Ducks $10.00; New Dawn $42.00;
Friday Noon Menis Discussion $200.00;
Anonymous $41.63; Anniversaries $51.00;
IGR Meeting $33.05; Steering Committee $20.00
Generous Anonymous $7500.00
Groups Represented at Sep. IGR Meeting:
Ormond Beach Group; Sisters in Sobriety (OB);
Itis 5 oiclock Somewhere; New Dawn;
Steps for Life; Womenis Book Study;
Noon Meeting (Four Towns); Early Ducks;
How It Works; 5:30 Group; Lest We Forget; High
Noon; Central Fact; Free to Be;

Happy Hour; Way of Life; DeLand Big Book;
Deltona Menis; Saturday Night Beginners; New
Heights; Sunrise Group-HH

INTERGROUP needs VOLUNTEERS to staff the office
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Send Money with Zelle®

Scan in your banking app to pay

Volusia County Intergroup Services Inc

Saturday Night Beginners — Eating
Meeting

SATURDAY NIGHT BEGINNERS
MEETING

October 10 @ 6:30 pm - 7:00 pm
ATING
Fv|_l_'| ING

8,

od and fellowship,
9"?,;#,2‘:;:{;;;; ﬁﬁ.?

1649 Providence Bivd,,
Deltona, FL 32725

Fellowship Eating Meeting

October 30 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
New Smyrna Beach Group
7 (Last Friday of Every Month)

© 7:00 PM - Food and 8:00 PM - Meeting

¥ Location: United Church of Christ

203 Washington 5t
New Sriyrna Beach, FL 32168

Don L..;

Bellingham WA &

COED EVENT- -sofﬁo RAFFLE
FREE ADMISSION-FREE REFRESHMENTS

GRACELIFE BEﬁCHSIDE CHURCH
6 SANDRA DR. ORMOND BCH FL 32176

Hamilton ON
Friday October 23 - 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Saturday October 24, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PN

S*FREE* BUFFET P(Z AP

The District 19 Special Evenrs Commitfee presents.. @

MAKING CONSCIOUS CONTACT
A SEMINAR ON PRAYER &

MEDITATION

With Beth & Donald S. from Vero Beach

2

Conscious contact with my Higher Power keeps me from self-delusion,

SATURDAY,
November 7, 2026
1:00pm to 4:00pm

Mew Covenant Baptist Church
1350 S. Blue Lake Avenue
Deland, FL 32724
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Hot Dogs, Hamburgers
Snacks & Drinks

CGornhole Tournament

$10 entry per 2-person
team.

Cash Prizes

District 8 Sponsored Event!

Luuknut,fl"tcnm Guest Speaker at 1pm

Nov. 8, 2026 Nicole

TICKETS $5.00

11:00am to 3:00pm S50/50
{food served throughout duration of event.) ke

Followed by Guest Speaker Mecting
Drawn After the

Bring a Side Dish or Dessert! Speaker

11 Bellevue Ave
Davtona Beach Fl.

32114

sroup Raffle Donations
Appreciated!!!
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2026

a
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SPEAKER - FODD - RAFFLE - FUN -
B ow'te Linvidessr B
=__ AN EVENING OF — =

¥ < GRATITUDE & chMUan
(m:;;;) =\ Sacred Heart Church ¥ ﬁ

< DISTRICT 20*
*GRATITUDE

2026 <

------

FELLOWSHIP

998 FA‘l"IIE!i I](IHLGH DRIVE

NSB 32169 A _gza A

NOVEMBER . redriceer |

= A DESSERT
2026 Tf-'!lunt 4

SUNDAY
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